                                                                  In the Name of God

                                                  Statement 
     Thank you Mr. Chairman, His Excellencies, distinguished delegations of the Member States, ladies and gentlemen.
It is my great pleasure to present the current status, academic achievements and the future plans of the ECO College of Insurance (ECOCI) to the 18th meeting of ECO Regional Planning Council (RPC).
    I would like to take this opportunity to emphasize that ECOCI is a value-oriented institute that is committed to providing an intellectual environment for the students from the Member States. We continue to build a first-class College. We have been able to enrich our faculty member team with several distinguished lecturers from reputable universities of Iran and other Member States. For the time being, we serve 235 students; projections put us somewhere between 500 and 700 students within the next five years. As the first step on this path, the enrolment of 17 students in the Actuarial Science, 21 in the Area Studies at the graduate level, as well as 68 students at the undergraduate category is set for the next academic year.
His Excellencies;

Now, I would like to draw to your kind attention to our future plans. As you know, in the college, training of human resources for the ECO member states are followed in three major grounds, comprising education, research, and consultancy. In this regard, we intend to increase the proportion of total enrolment in graduate programs to 50% of the total enrolment, particularly in MA Area Studies and MSc Actuarial Sciences. The importance of graduate enrolment relates to research mission of the ECOCI, as well as, expanding multinational (ECO regional oriented) enrolment and programs to increase the ratio of number of non Iranian students to total enrolment.
In fact, our college has great potential for doing research projects and presenting short term training courses. I would like to ask ECO member states that the ECO College to be considered as a center for short term training courses for the member states. For the time being, we are in the position to manage most of the short term training courses as well as workshops in the field of insurance subjects for member states. On the other hand, as you are aware, IDB has granted some scholarships for students of ECO states, I would like to ask member states and ECO secretariat to manage these students can follow their studies in the ECO college of Insurance. 
His Excellencies;
Here, I would like to express my appreciation to the ECO Secretariat ,and ECO Member States for their cooperation in approving the new version of the updated statute during 7th COM in Herat, Afghanistan (October, 2007). In this context, I hope, of course, with the support of member states to be able to do our best in the college to cope with the educational needs of ECO member states.
In the end, I would like to express my sincere thanks to the government of Pakistan, in particular the planning and Development Division for kind hospitalities.

    Thank you very much for your kind attention.
Ali Emami Meibodi, PhD 
Dean, ECO College of Insurance

